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accept his dictation, and the Fourth Crusade developed into
a huge commercial swindle. At an early stage, the idea of
sailing to the Holy Land was abandoned, and plans were
made to attack Egypt. Such a project had much to recom-
mend it, and if the Crusaders had thrown themselves on
Cairo, as was at one time apparently the intention, the result
might have been a great victory. The proposal to attack
Egypt was, however, also abandoned in turn.
The Crusaders contracted with Venice for transport, but
they could not pay the agreed price, and the Venetians there-
fore suggested that the Crusaders should attack Zara on the
Dalmatian coast. Venice had long cast envious eyes on that
port and^ promised that when it had been captured the
Venetian galleys would be put at the disposal of the Crusade.
This disgraceful pact was accepted and the Crusaders
captured Zara for Venice. The expedition might now have
proceeded to Palestine had it not been for a further piece of
treachery. Boniface of Montferrat—^brother of that Conrad
of Montferrat who had caused so much dissension at the time
of the Third Crusade—was now in command of the Crusade,
and his eyes were fixed on Constantinople. The Byzantines
had been condemned by the West as responsible for many
of the disasters that had overcome earlier armies of
Crusaders, and, though some of the soldiers of the Fourth
Crusade refused to take part in an assault on Constantinople,
Boniface was able to obtain the support of most of the leaders,
while the new destination was undoubtedly popular with
the commoners.
There are few more disreputable enterprises than this
descent on the Byzantine Empire by the Fourth Crusade.
Boniface of Montferrat affected to fight in a just cause.
Alexius III, the Emperor of the Byzantines, had seized the
throne from his brother, Isaac Angelus, and, after blinding
his rival, imprisoned him in a dungeon. The deposed
Emperor's son, also named Alexius, sought assistance at every

